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DEFINING THE NEXT GENERATION OF CANCER CARE Def ining the Next  
Generation of Cancer Care
John Wayne Cancer Centers’ centralized units and advanced technology continue  
legacy of breakthrough care

The opening of the new John Wayne Cancer Centers continues Saint John’s Health Center’s legacy of breakthrough research, 
cutting-edge clinical trials and advanced treatments. Multiple oncology units have been integrated into a single location within 
the hospital along with the community’s most state-of the-art equipment, such as rapid-speed radiation oncology and digital 
mammography technology. Saint John’s medical experts are now prepared to define a new generation of cancer treatments.  

MYLES C. CABOT, PHD

The opening of the new John Wayne Cancer Centers 
at Saint John’s Health Center continues our legacy of 
breakthrough research, cutting-edge clinical trials 
and advanced treatments. Multiple oncology clinics 
covering a comprehensive array of specialties have 
been brought together into a single site, along with 
state-of-the-art radiation oncology technology.  

For more than 25 years, Saint John’s has been a pioneer in cancer research, so-
phisticated treatments and medical expertise. Our researchers at John Wayne 
Cancer Institute have made groundbreaking discoveries about complex con-
ditions, including melanoma, breast cancer and brain tumors.  

One of the best-known treatments developed by our scientists is the sen- 
tinel node biopsy, which is now the worldwide standard of care for melanoma 
and breast cancer. It has revolutionized cancer treatment by offering a mini-
mally invasive technique that removes just a few lymph nodes to determine  
the spread of tumor cells. Over the years, Donald L. Morton, MD, who devel-
oped the technique, has become one of the National Institutes of Health’s top 
grant recipients.

Our molecular biology team, headed by David S. B. Hoon, PhD, has devel-
oped novel blood biomarker assays to help research melanoma, lung and 
breast cancer, as well as other conditions.  Their work could help save lives of 
cancer patients by enabling doctors to more rapidly assess the effectiveness of 
treatments and speed the identification of new drug strategies and treatments. 
New tumor biomarkers could also be used to develop efficient blood tests for 
monitoring cancer, similar to blood glucose tests used to monitor diabetes.

Neurosurgeons at Saint John’s Health Center are internationally recognized 
pioneers in minimally invasive brain surgery. By developing and improving 
“kinder, gentler” brain surgery procedures and brain-mapping techniques, 
they can eliminate the need for complex, risky craniotomies while sparing 
the patient’s sensitive brain tissue. Amin Kassam, MD, Medical Director of 
our Neuroscience Institute, played a key role in developing the Expanded 
Endonasal Approach, which allows surgeons to use the nostrils as natural 
portals to reach brain and skull base tumors.  

The new radiation therapy center is led by Lisa Chaiken, MD. The new ad-
vanced Trilogy linear accelerator with Rapid Arc™ technology treats patients 
in a fraction of the time of conventional treatments with greater precision, spar-
ing healthy tissue and improving outcomes. In mid-February, stereotactic 
radiosurgery will be available to provide targeted treatments for brain, head 
and neck, spine, prostate, lung and other tumors. Centralizing the medical 
expertise of our researchers and physicians with the latest in technology in 
the new John Wayne Cancer Centers will enable our cancer team to define a 
new generation of cancer treatment.  

Lou Lazatin
Chief Executive Officer
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“Having all of the involved oncology ex-
perts together in a multidisciplinary team 
enables more efficient communication and 
better treatment planning and individualized 
care, particularly for those patients with com-
plex cancer problems, whether localized to 
a single organ or spread to a distant organ,” 
said Donald Morton, MD, Founder of the John 
Wayne Cancer Institute at Saint John’s (JWCI) 
and Chief, Melanoma Program.

Patients with melanoma, breast cancer, 
brain tumors or gynecological, gastrointesti-
nal, lung, liver, pancreatic or prostate cancer 
are now cared for in one easily accessible lo-
cation. Expert, personalized care is provided 
by internationally and nationally renowned 
clinicians, many of whom hold joint research 
appointments at JWCI. 

“John Wayne Cancer Institute at Saint John’s 
is known worldwide for rigorous research that 
often leads to the development of new and 
improved standards of care,” said Armando  
E. Giuliano, MD, Medical Director of the Mar-
gie Petersen Breast Center and JWCI’s Chief 
of Science and Medicine. “The synergistic in-
teraction between Saint John’s clinicians and 
the Institute’s researchers facilitates transla-
tional medicine—the accelerated movement 
of research findings into practical clinical 
applications.”

The comprehensive Margie Petersen Breast 
Center provides everything from diagnostic 
screening and on-site digital mammograms 
to an internationally acclaimed medical staff. 
Other on-site advanced imaging technology 
includes digital mammography and the most 
advanced ultrasound and bone density scan-
ning equipment. Both inpatient and outpatient 
services are provided. 

Adjacent to the Breast Center is the Vasek 
Polak Radiation Therapy Center.  The Radiation 
Therapy Center features the newest and most 
sophisticated technology available, including 
the Varian Trilogy with Rapid Arc™. This ad-
vanced technology allows for the treatment of 
a wide range of cancers with targeted therapy 
in a fraction of the time of conventional treat-
ments, sparing healthy tissue and improving 
outcomes. The Trilogy is particularly useful for 
treating brain, breast, prostate, head/neck and 
lung cancer. This versatile system also can be 
used for minimally invasive radiosurgery for 
brain tumors and other conditions that would 

otherwise require invasive conventional sur-
gery. Saint John’s is one of the few facilities in 
the nation to offer this technology.

“The new facility, the latest equipment and 
the addition of new clinicians—such as world-
renowned neurosurgeon Amin Kassam, MD, 
and highly respected radiation oncologists 
Lisa Chaiken, MD, Paul Song, MD, and Rob-
ert Wollman, MD—allow us to expand our 
international reputation for groundbreaking 
cancer care,” said Lou Lazatin, Chief Execu-
tive Officer.

The Cancer Centers are also designed 
for simplified patient access and flow. For 
example, patients who need radiation treat-

ment can schedule their sessions in conjunc-
tion with their oncologist visits. Other hospital 
services are conveniently located on different 
levels of the hospital. In addition, imaging ser-
vices such as Saint John’s new 64-slice com-
puted tomography (CT) scanner and 3.0 Tesla 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) machine, 
as well as lab and diagnostics, are only one 
floor above the Cancer Centers. State-of-the-
art surgery operating suites are on the second 
floor and private inpatient rooms are located 
on the third floor.  

For more information, call 1-800-STJOHNS or 
visit www.cancercenters.newstjohns.org. 

Bronson’s journey 
through diagnosis, 
treatment and 
recovery from breast 
cancer in 2004 was 
documented in the 
October 9, 2004, 
airing of Speaking 
of Women’s Health, 
a half-hour Lifetime 
Television series 
hosted by Florence 
Henderson and 
Rachel Campos.

Breast Cancer Survivor Enjoys Enriched Life
Compassionate support combined with advanced care makes the difference

“John Wayne Cancer 
Institute at Saint 
John’s is known 
worldwide for 
rigorous research 
that often leads to 
the development of 
new and improved 
standards of care.”

—Armando E. Giuliano, MD
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ate, caring place. When I was diagnosed with breast cancer 17 years 
later, the expert radiologist was right there in the Breast Center and 
was able to immediately confer with my surgeon on-site. The exper-
tise and one-stop location saved my life and eliminated my anxiety. 
From my surgery to my oncologist to my postoperative care, I knew 
that I was being treated by world-renowned experts who were lead-
ers in new approaches. For example, the drugs used in my chemo-
therapy had only been available for 30 days.”

Just as important, Bronson said, was the compassionate, personal-
ized care she received at the hospital. “Everyone was so down-to-
earth and talked with me as if I were their only patient. I was treated as 
a whole person, not a disease. When I went to the Positive Appearance 
Center to get a vest for holding the drains after surgery and hats to 
cover my balding head, I was served by a lovely, supportive, informa-
tive woman. After I completed chemotherapy, I had to undergo radia-
tion therapy every day for 30 days, so I got to know the staff really well. 
We laughed, we cried—and we even shared makeup tips.”

Bronson has follow-up appointments with her oncologist every 
six months and undergoes CT and bone scans once a year. “I feel 
great,” she said. “I also joined the John Wayne Cancer Institute at 
Saint John’s Auxiliary Board to keep up with the latest advances and 
to help raise funds.”

Today, Bronson is an executive assistant with a private equity firm 
and enjoys an active lifestyle and a healthy romantic relationship. 
“The cancer experience has made me feel deeply connected to the 
universe and everyone in it,” she said. “If surviving breast cancer is 
the worst thing you experience, then you indeed have a fortunate 
life. I am very blessed.” 

For more information, call 1-800-STJOHNS 
or visit www.cancercenters.newstjohns.org.

“Having cancer enriched my life in ways I couldn’t possibly have 
imagined,” said Lisa Bronson, a five-year-plus breast cancer survi-
vor. “The disease and the aftermath have brought substance and 
focus to my life.”

Bronson was a busy national sales director for an upscale shoe 
manufacturer and a mom on the verge of divorce when cancer was 
discovered during her routine annual mammogram at Saint John’s 
Health Center. What was initially thought to require only a minor 
procedure instead required far more extensive treatment, including 
a series of surgeries, chemotherapy and radiation.

Bronson’s journey through diagnosis, treatment and recovery 
from breast cancer in 2004 was documented in the October 9, 2004, 
airing of Speaking of  Women’s Health, a half-hour Lifetime Television 
series hosted by Florence Henderson and Rachel Campos. “When I 
was asked if I might agree to being filmed, it never occurred to me 
to say no,” Bronson recalled. “It was my feeling that seeing my story 
might help personalize the disease and make it less frightening, or 
inspire more women to get a mammogram. Early detection is clearly 
the key to surviving cancer.”

One of the keys to her recovery was the support she received 
from loved ones during those difficult days. “My circle of friends was 
there for me each step of the way,” she said. “It’s really important to 
let people in and let them share the experience with you.” Bronson 
advises women who have been diagnosed with breast cancer to 
just put one foot in front of the other, deal with what they can and 
maintain a positive outlook.

“It’s also very important to choose a facility that prides itself on 
real caring and doctors who are at the forefront of cancer research 
and treatment,” she said. “From the first time I experienced Saint 
John’s—when my son was born—and Sister Marie Madeleine came 
into my room to say a prayer for him, I knew I was in a compassion-
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